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by Captains Sibley and Blackney respectively,
ordered them both to be attacked on the morning
of the 1st of January. Shumsheer Rana com-
manded the party sent against Pursa; and Surb-
jeet Thapa, that which attacked Sumunpoor:
both were captains, that is, commandants of inde-
pendent companies or corps in the Goorkha ser-
vice, and were of high repute with their nation
for bravery and conduct.

Captain Blackney was taken completely by
surprise by Surbjeet, who came upon him before
day-break of the new year. Himself, and his
second in command, Lieutenant Duncan, were
killed in the first onset; and, before the action had
lasted ten minutes, the sepoys, who had but par-
tially run to their arms on the alarm, broke, and
fled in every direction. To increase the confu-
sion, the Goorkhas set fire to the tents, having
penetrated to the -heart of the camp before re-
sistance was offered. Lieut. Strettell, the only
surviving officer, seeing things in this state, and
perceiving that the day was quite irrecoverable,
himself joined the fugitives, and retreated to Gora
Suhun with the remnant of the detachment.
The communication with Captain Hay had pre-
viously been cut off, so that it was not possible to
retire on Baragurhee.

Captain Sibley was better on his guard at
Pursa, where many circumstances had led him